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The Society has been busy this fall. I presented a history program for children on September 23
and on September 24 we held a panel discussion about the early days of Hampton Paik for
adults. Both programs were cosponsored by the White Oak Library and held in the Romeoville
branch. Members of the society set up a display and were there both days to help with the
programs. A week later, we had a display at Representative Emily McAsey’s Senior Fair, which
always has a nice attendance. The following week found us at the Fire Department’s Open
House for Fire Prevention Week. There our display featured photos of fires and firemen and
Chief Al Stadelmeier’s fire hat. We had a find-raiser at Culver’s ail day on October 24, with
members of the Society greeting people and requesting that they support us with their orders.

The Village provided a new computer for our use. We are keeping the older one for times when
two people are available to work on our cataloging projects. Bill Prueter donated photos of a
class at Spangler School and the last class at Taylor Schoal, both with all the students identified.
He also gave us a copy of his graduation certificate from Taylor School. Shirley Breitwieser
Nona brought us a curtain stretcher, a quilting hoop and a wicker bassinet which had been used
by 4 generations of her family. '

We have begun requesting information and pictures for a book to continue Mabel Hrpcha’s
Romeoville, which ended with Neal Murphy and the early days of Hampton Park. A flyer to
advertise it was at the above programs and is included in this newsletter. This won’t have the
stringent requirements that were needed for the recent book. Families that were in Mabel’s book
can update their histories; those who moved into Hampton Park are asked to provide family
information and photographs to bring our history up to date.



DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Dec.1  Shea Martin, James Sczepaniak
Dec. 11 Harold Lindstrom

Dec. 19 Lloyd ‘Duke’ Baker

Dec. 21 Earl Hassert

Dec. 22 Carol Wicburg

Dec.27 Ted Stafiej

Dec. 28 Lorell

Dec. 29  Elizabeth Kolar

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

Jan,.1  Kelby Briddick

Jan.5  Lou Strong

Jan. 11 Melba Tolbert, Delores Heeg
Jan, 13  Brian Esposito

JANU ARY ANNIVERSARIES
Jan. 24 Len and Gerri Frost

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

Feb.1  Alice Emst

Feb. 21 Lydia Mack

Feb, 23 Paitic Hassert

Feb. 23 Blanche Smith, Allison Eichorst
Feb. 26 Lois Shepherd

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES
Feb.3  Tom & Sara Martin
Feb. 19 James & Shirley Nona
Feb. 24 Len & Pat Heeg

A

MEETINGS

The next meeting of the Historical Society
will be November 19 from 2-4 in the board
room at the Society’s building, 10 Montrose.
This is the Third Wednesday because of
Thanksgiving.

At the August meeting, Shirlee Pergler was
elected Vice President and Cathy Bouley
was elected Secretary. All other officers
continue in their positions.

2015 MEETINGS

Meetings in 2015 will be at 10 Montrose
on Wednesdays from 2-4:

February 25  (fourth Wednesday)

May 20 (third Wednesday)
August26  (fourth Wednesday)
November 18 (third Wednesday)

EVENTS

The Historical Society placed a wreath at
the Veterans Day program on Nov. 11.

We created a wreath for the indoor display
at the Rec Center during the month of
December

The current population of Romeoville is
30% native Spanish-speaking. Valley View
schools in Romeoville have registered 40%
native Spanish-speaking children.

CONTACT us at:

The Society office, 10 Montrose Drive
Mondays and Fridays, 9AM-Npon
other times by appointment

Phone: 815/886-0273
E-mail: nancy.reader@sbeglobal.net

~rr———



ROMEOVILLE AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
10 MONTROSE DRIVE
ROMEOVILLE, IL 60446
Preserving the ¢ of Romeoville

‘historicairomeoville@yahoo.com
https:/iwww.facebook. com/RomeovilleAreaHistoricalSociety

BE A PART OF ROMEQVILLE’S HISTORY!

The Romeoville Histqrical Society would like information about families and businesses in
Hampton Park and Romeoville from the 1950s to 1990s fora sequel to Mabel Hrpcha’s
Romeoville, which ended with the beginning of Hampton Park.

A short history of the family should include, as appropriate:
family history
where you came from
why the family moved here, when
children and their farmilies
involvement in Village activities
positions on Village staif
elected or volunteer positions in the Village
activities with local organizations, schools and churches
family business :
several family photographs, with each person identified

This can be written as a biography or in outline form. Businesses, churches, and organizations
will also be highlighted, ‘with their history, location, activities, and photographs. Each family or
agency will have from one to three pages. Provide the name, phone number, email address of a
contact if more information is needed. Contact information will not be printed.

For olarity, original photographs are best. Photos brought to us while we are open can be scanned
and returned immediately.

The museum is open on Mondays and Fridays from 9:00 AM to noon, and at other times by
appointment. Further information is available at the address above, or contact Nancy at 815/886-
0273 or nancy.reader@sbeglobal.net.
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.. Fo all the ‘luxuries’ of moedern day living

Untﬂ fhe post-sworld_
War |l era, Hornaovilla had
‘siirvived mce[y a8 an
agricultural community.

~ Howevar, -

the westward movement of -
6 tlle late
1700's; urban and. suburban,

“*lviilzation”

Ilke .James

James Price of the, National -

Homes. Company that his

plan could take root in a

* dream Imo\Mn as. Hamgton
Park; :
Aiexandar planned a

“fiew cnmrnunity of 20,000

with all the quurraa of
modarn fiving,” a communl-.

. The site wb'uld.'sarve a
practical - purpose,
also—because of the jayout
of the land, drainage would
be gastward downhiil to the
DesPlaina River.

Alexande;, under thé
augpicas: - of - National

‘expansion in the 50's paved -ty. with paved. streets, ts Homes; began researching
own sewage disposai plant
and pumplngh system, fire

the:way for suburban!zqtion
of Romaovilla as wa Know 1t

A man-* with &> wislopy +
. Alexander i

Robert

known as Rornaoville wnuld
one .day bacome & residen.
fial haven for persons. work:
ing
metropolitan . &rea of
Chicago. His. plsm Was -
simple=to create 4. ‘suburb
“unique” for Itg time—and it

did not taka Iong to oonvrnce'

in..and " around’ the?

clnerators

B i would be called
Hampton: and be located in

what is.-iow northwestern.

Homeovllle off "of Norman-
stown ~Roéd, convenlently_

situgted 30 rmles west of .

Chicago.

and  breaking ground in
September of 16857 for what
. ianow ducton

{ elf. ,
Alexander. who was Iauded
by the federai  government
“for his work in designing ar-
my barracks, proved that
houses too - could be
assembled on a large Scale: -
They also could be so!ﬂ that;
wav ' e

oonﬂnuad on paya 10 .




Spangler School Dist. 95 1946

Teacher Mrs. Grace Price
Front row, left to right: Elaine Rademacher, Marge Nystrom, June Flagg, Alfred Nystrom.

On chair between rows: Rlchard Welsh. Second row: Mary Lou Prueter, Roger Rademacher,
Eleanor Nystrom, Theresa Sartori, William Prueter. Third row: Catheritie Nystrom, Kenneth

Rademacher, Lois Weaver, ? Sharp
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In Loving Memory of _
Marianne U. Kozlik

August.22, 1947-March 16, 2014

Funeral Service held at
Bolingbrook-McCauley
Funergt Chapel

Wednesday, March 19, 2014 10:00 A M.

Obituary not available

Information from prayer card provided by

Judy Bredeweg

JOAN L STOPPENBACH

_JoanL. Stoppenbach nee Serafin;
age 78 of Rorigoville, IL, passed
away Frday, February 26, 2014,

.~ Beloved wife of Robert St.; oving
mother ofRebeit ). (Garolyn),
Robyn (Uoyd) Kranz and Raridy; ;
devoted grandmotherof Keith, -
Gorden, kric, Mait, Kat, Michael
and Maxweli and grgat- -~ -
grandmother of Robert, Rayna, * -
Deegan and Kemper; fond sister of
the late Flory Serafinand Peggy

at}dfrrends t| d _
oan was a retired teachgrsaid,
Valley View School Distict 365 1 -
after 29.years, a member of the
Beautificatron Commissjonof
Rorieoville and Zlsoamember of
the Goldenigers. -+~ -
Funeral sepvices Tuesday, March »
4,2014, 930 am: fromthe
Andersofs Memorial Chapel 605 - -
TownhallBr; Romabville, IL to St, -
Andrew the Apestle Cathellc - -
Chureh, Ronteoville, IL for Mass of
ChiristianBurialat 10:00am, -
visitation Moriday, March 3, 2014,
from 3:06-8:00p.m ak the funeral
home. Cremation fites-tobe <~
accoraeﬂ.. S d Ima: & Ad
815-886-2323 -
www.AndersanMemoriatHoies. com

MARGARET F. MIRAGLIA

avet F, "Marge” Wragﬁq,me
sxggmﬁ. of Romenviie, loving
wifie, mother and

grandmother.
Memorial Mass Saturday, May 3,

,10:00 a.n. at St. Andrewﬂ;e
ig];ﬂe Church, 505 Kingston Dr.,

meoville. _
Rﬁn Yieu of flowers, donations may
he made to the American Cancer
Society in _Mar:i::aret‘s name wouid
D on Society of inois s
handiing the arrangements. For
information: 1-800-622-8358.

ollina; numerous ieces, nepliews

A most mysterious care of -attempt
ing-t6 blow up.a house.with dyns-
-mite, took plage on.the island nany
‘Romeoville, .akiout - 3 -.o%lock last
-might. It wagiq miracle that nollvés

s L) - - - X

'wera lost, - _ i
IE-1s: helleyed:that it was b

dlig ‘Bt thé Cliftago -and Jo-
o line. over a'ille away. " _
tle dgugh _r'.at-bw;f Wen-.

Om ooy L .| i

bérg homé; 800, fe
explosion topk pléc

DID YOU EVER 4
HEAR ABOUT

THE TW_U'
FIREMEN_?

Did you ever hear the Bhony
of the two firemien who met on
@ street cornex? Well, it seems
‘Lt. Joe Welsh and Fire Fighter
Harrls Fox of the Rowmeoville
Volmteer Fire Departmentwere
on their way to the fire station
in response to an emergency
call. They met at the corner of
Arlington and Fenton.

Damage to the Welsh car was po 75
$600, to the Fox car, $800, T

Beacon June 18, 1969
11

Circa 192; from Alice Spangler collection.
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RED SKELTON’S PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

In light of the recent decision by the coust of appeals, Red Skelton’s lesson on the Pledge of
Allegiance has been heard often. He first heard it when his class wag doing a lackiuster
Recitation in school. It was then that his Principal stepped farward to help the clas understand
why the pledge was s0 important.

I me, an individual, a committee of one.

Pledge dedicate a1l my worldly goods to give without self pity.

Allegiance my love and my devotion.

To the Flag our standard, Old Glory, a Symbol of freedom. Wherever she waves, there
is respect because your Joyalty has given hera dignity that shouts freedom
is everyhody’s job.

Of the United thai means we have all come together.

States of America individual commaunities that have united into 48 great states. 48 individual
communities with pride and dignity and purpose, all divided with
imaginary boundaries, yet umited o & common purpose, and that’s love for
mum w B N N e e

AP

And to the Republic a siate in which sovereign power is invested in representatives chosen by
the people to govem. And government is the people, and it’s from the
‘people to the leaders, not from the leaders to the people.
For which it stands.

One nation so blessed by Ged

Indivisible incapable of being divided.

With liberty ‘which is freedom and the right of power to live one’s own life without
threats or fear of some sort of retaliation. ,

And justice the principle or quality of dealing fairly with others.

For all which means it’s as much your country as it is mine.”

«Qince T was a small boy, two staies have been added 10 our country and two words have been
add to the Pledge of Allegiance: ‘under God’...

Wouldn’t it be a pity if someone said, “That’s a prayer’ and that would be eliminated from our
schoots too?”

Donated by Bill Prueter
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H. Hayes Alexander_'
Decorated World War II Vet

- April 27, 1916 — Det. '5¥'-.199~3"

MONTROSE — Longtime Montrose resident, -
H. Hayes Alexander, age 82, died following a Sud~ .
den illness on Saturday, Dec. 5, 1998, jn St. Mary’s -
Hospital and Medical Center at Grand Junction.

H. Hayes Alexander was bom on April 27, 1916,
on the family firm (Endwood Farm) in Lockport_
Township, Will County; IiL, the. son of Healy H..
and Helen (Baker) Alexdnder. He ~graduated from
the Lockport Township High School.

Following his high school “gradiation, M.
Alexander worked on the family farm until enter-
ing the United States Army Air Corps in 1942 dur-
ing World War IL He was commissioned as a sec~
ond lientenant, and flew 25 combat missions over
Burope as a B-17 bombardier with the 390th Bomb
Group of the Eighth Air Force, He was awatded the

W

Distinguished Flying Cross, and the Air Medal | ; g ST
with three. Onk Leaf Clusters. He held an-unfalter- -~ =" "~ © e o

ing belief that the United Stafes of America is the  County, B fot bis 5. crafs aid phiotography. He.was
gricatést nation on Raith and our freedoms must be 2 dedicated husband, father, and grandfather and

continnally defended. .

‘After his return to the United States in 1944, Mr.
Alexander married the former Dorothy Mae Miller -
of Big Spring, Texas, and served as an instructor
bombardier. He scparated from the sexvice in 1945
and later retired from the United States Air Force
Reserve as a lientgnant colonel. 7

After returning to the family farm in Ilinois, Mr.
Alexander formed the Alexander Brothers
Partnership with his brother, Johu. In 1968, the
farm was sold and the family headed west to
Montrose where they purchased a tanch and built a

_home on Spring Creck Mesa. The ranch was later
pamed “e lo hi,” 7

M, Alexander served as a director of the First.
National Bank of Lockport, Lockport, TiL, for
many years. He also served as a board imember and
secretary-treasurer of the Chipeta Water Company
and was an associate board member of the: Project
7 Water Association. He was 2 founding member
and life member of Veterans of Foreign Wars Post
5788, Lockport, 11, and a member of The Retired
Officers Association (TROA).

M. Alexander will be remembered for his won-
derful sense of humor, his positive ontlook on life
and his incredible ability to fix almost anything and
find a solution to most problems. He conducted
business on o handshake and always delivered
more than was expected of him. He had a simple
philosophy of life, “live and let live” and “every-
thing always happens. for, the. best,” ‘The
Eopstruction and i y

patents. He earned blue ribbons at the Montrosé

bdifivation of farny, machivery -

d solar heating systems, were amogig his many. :
accomplishments and he was the ‘otwner -of tWo' -

will be greatly missed by those who had the good
fortune to share his life. "

Survivors include two soms: Robert W.
_Alexander, Colonel, USAE Qetired), of
' Springfield, Va.; Colorado State Senator Ben L.

Alexander, of Montrose; one daughter, Sara
Alexander Martin, of Colorade Springs; and four
grandchildren: Second Lientenant Scott E. Martin,
of Fort Leonard Woed, Mo.; Brooke A. Martin and
Lyndsay S. Martin, both students at Colorado State
- University in Fort Collins; and Haley M. Martin, of
Colorado Springs. ' _

Other family survivors include two sistets: Ruth .
Dutrer, -of Joliet, TIL; Margaret Eaton, of Hatboro,
Pa.; many nephews and nieces including Marianne
Hamrick, of Cory; Carol Wicburg, of Delta; and
many grandnephews and grandnieces.

Me. Alexander was pteceded ini death by his par-
ents; his wifé of 52 years, Dorothy M. Alexander;

and four birothers and sisters.

Public visitation for family and friends is sched-
uled for Tuesday, Dec. 8, from 6.to 8'pm. at the
Crippin Funetal Home Chapel. . -~

Funeral Services in remembrarice and to. honot

M. Alexander’s life will be officiated by The Rev.
Steven Warren on Wednesday, Dec. 9, at 10 am.
from the United Methodist Church in Montrose..
Interment will follow the service: iii'the Grand
View Cemétery west of Montrose, with arrange-
rents being handled. under the direction of the
ippin Puneral Home of Montrose. C
ikmésal gifts may be made
Homie Health Service, Jn
300 N. Cascadé,

“Tp heh of fldWers,
to: -Montrose; County
Memory of HHayes Aléxander,
Suite 2, Montrose, Colo: 81401.
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clothes from their brothers or sisters, not always brand-new clothing. But that young lady is
right; we didn't have the green thing back in our day.

Back then, we had on; TV, or radio, in the house — not a TV in every room. And the TV
had a small screen the size of a handkerchief (remember them?), not a screen the size of
the state of Montana.

in the kitchen, we blended and stirred by hand because we didn't have eiectric machines
to do everything for us. When we packaged a fragile item to send in the mail, we used
wadded up old newspapers to cushion it, not Styrofoam or plastic bubble wrap.

Back then, we didn't fire up an engine and bum gasoline just to cut the lawn. We used a
push mower that ran on human power. We exercised by working so we didn't need to go
fo a health club to run on treadmills that operate on electricity. But she's right; we didn't
have the green thing back then.

We drank from a fountain when we were thirsty instead of using a cup or a plastic bottle
every time we had a drink of water. We refilled writing pens with ink instead of buying a
new pen, and we replaced the razor blades in a razor instead of throwing away the whole
razor just because the blade got dull. But we didn't have the green thing back then.

Back then, people took the streetcar or a bus and kids rode their bikes fo school or walked
instead of turning their moms into a 24-hour taxi service. We had one electrical outlet in a
room, not an entire bank of sockets to power a dozen appliances. And we didn't need a

computerized gadget to receive a signal beamed from satellites 23,000 miles out in space
in order to find the nearest burger joint.

But isn't it sad the current generation laments how wasteful we old folks were just because
we didn't have the green thing back then?
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