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Preserving the ¥ of Romeoville

The official newsletter of the
Romeoville Area Historical Society
(815) 886-0146  historicalromeoville@yahoo.com

FALL ISSUE 2015

The Special Recreation Association needs to expand into the entire building that
we share. Therefore the Board has been searching for a site for the museum, We
have narrowed down the few available choices. The officers are meeting as needed
between the membership mectings while we plan for the upcoming move. Mare
information will be in the next newsletter.

Clint Garrett shared his experience on the Honor Flight with us. He still works at
his insurance office daily.

At our August meeting, it was decided that we need monthly meetings. Therefore
we are meeting the fourth Wednesday of every month except December.
Newsletters will continue to be sent quarterly.

This newsletter is following ihe theme of the Summer issue. Most of the ads and
short articles appeared in the Beacon during the 1950s. Some of the shopé are still
active, others have changed their names, but many are gone. Information and
memories of those that have closed would be appreciated for the upcoming book.

Events of Interest:
Wed. Nov. i1, 10:00 AM  Veterans Day Program at the McCartan Veterans
Memorial: we present a wreath
Wed. Nov. 18, 2:00 PM Historical Society Annual meeting, Election and
(Third Wed.) Installation of officers
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YILLAGE FUNDS
T0 BE INVESTED

AFter the business of the mimites,
bills & requisitions at the Jan.S8th
Romeoville Board Meeting, theiirst
order of business coucérned deplet-
ing the police fund used for board-
ing prisoners and doge. The aource
of revenue for this had been the fines
for off street parking violations.
Since these had falleén off the Board
was requested to replenish the fund.
The Board agreed to set up a perm:.
anent fund with the stipulation that”
hereafter the parking fines go into
the genersl fund and that an acecount-
ing of the fund be made monthly.

The new ligour ordinance was gome
over and passed after discusaien,

The issue of triming and topping
the Village trees came up again when
a letter was read from two local
residents, proposing to do the job
for $3.00 per tree, Trusteéee Rawson
aﬁain reiterated that this work -
should be done, both in the interests
of future economy and in saving the
trees and enhancing the appearance

of theVillage. Pres ident Murphy

restated his position -that -the ex-
pense of such an operation was un-
necessary if each Villager would

trim & top the trees in front of their
property. Several .suﬁestions were
offered onmethods of finding out the
reaction of the residents to this, but
no action was taken.

Bpard Secretary Mark Delay read
a requisition 1ist of over 50 gallons
of various colored paints and other
related items, Mr Murphy stated that
this would be ased to repaint the
interior of the Ciyic Center & the
fire degartment.- He said that by
using the part time help available
during the cold weather to do the
job, a savings of %1.500 wuuld be
realized, The requisition wasOK'd.

The gla_n to invest Village funds
in 90 day call bond government sec-
urities was treported on by Trustee
Wilson., The recomendations was too
invest 25 thousand from the building
fund and 50 thousand from the water
fund, He pstated that the averiée
yield on these securities was 33%.

Editors Wote: The latter part of
the meeting was given over to an eso-
teric conversation between President
Murghy‘ &_'_Eng%neer Love joy about some
engineering fees and projects.
BEECON inqgired into ghi‘s-J mattez?ﬁg
found it related to the building of
a traller canp on the other side of
Bt 66-A, See A Politicn's comments,

NO BRIBE WAS OFFERED

President Jack Leonard and Village
Trustee Terry Droogan met with Isher
Jacobson, a representative of Citizens
Utility Company, in a private session
Thursday, Also present at the meeting
was Mr Marlin Smith, attorney for the
Village of Bolingbrook, The meeting
was all but impossible for other trustees
to attend, and the press was deliberately
excluded,

A formal meeting with Jacobsen had
been schedunled for that Thursday, with
all board members to attend, However,
Leonard anmmounced to the board and the
public the day before—that this meeting
had been cancelled because Jacobson
was leaving town the next morning, He

"was asked when this meeting would talic

place, He said he did not know.

At least one other, and possibly
more trustees, were notified of the
meeting ten mWinutes before it took
place, It was held at a2 restaurant that

-1s not in the village.

Leonard will doubtless report om the
results of the meeting, What he reposts
may or mzy not be the tmth., The rest
of the board and the public will never

really lmow, Whatever the outcome of

the dealings of Bolingbrook for the pur-
chase of the water company, the public
will always wonder what took place at
thie meeting, Was rome kind of "deal"
offered to Lecnard and Droogan? Prob-
ably not--but who really Imows? '

>

ey .3‘7-4*.47

Loy

The history of politics is replete with
bribes and deals for the personal g f
there are laws requiring open and public
meetings. Teonard (and several other
public officials i1 Beacon- land) choese
to evade this-law, if not technically

than at least s spirit,  Why?.

We do not‘believe for ome minute that
any bride or déal was offered to Leonard
or Droogan, . But on the othes hand, we
couldn't réally bet on it, could we?

{This editorial was shown to most of
the board, including Droogan and Leon-
ard, ior to publication. Droogin and

" Walden phoned the editor later and

said the article was false and should not
be published. When asked what part of
the editorial was unfrue they could not
angwer, other than to say it implied that
Leonard anmd Droogan had accepted 2
bribe, We donot believe the article im-
plies any such thing, nor was it meant
to. We offered to print whatever they
had to say about the purpose of the get-
together, Droogan said they just talked
abent the weather, Denver, and about
Jacobsen's mother's arthritis. Walden
s2id all the txrust€es lmew that this
meeting was to take place the day +- -
fore.

Trustee Robert Schanks said the art-
icle was 100 % comect and that he had
no prior knowlege of the meeting. )

¥HILARIO VALE

A "COMPANY TOWN" =~

We had been under the impression that
the "Company Town" no longer existed
; in the United States. For the nninitiateq.
aCompany Town is a community, owned
, lock stock and barel, by the employer
for whom all or most of the residents of
the community worked, Theseemploy-
ers ruled like feudal barons, since they
not only owned the homes of theiy em-
ployees, but also the stores, saloons,
‘banks, newspapers, etc, ’

Well, we were evidentally labort
under g falke impression, - V%y;th M o

as the 'Mayor', and Alexander and Mc~
Kool controliig botly hiite and industyial
building, and having a finger inthe retail
businesses and one of the newspapers, the
Village of Roemeoville may well become
a "Company Town" if these gentlemen
also gain control of a Jodal bank,
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BRIETFS
by Joan Watters
CUB SCOUT: PACK 36 wonthe Call 739-5507

Round Table Traveling Trophy for the
4th comsecutive time, It is now theirs
to keep. Pack Night, this Friday at
North View at 7:30, is the Christmas
Party. The boys will present the gifts
they have made for theirparents and the
Webelos performn o fall cestume, AL
invited. ) .

ROMEOVILLE RECREATION reports
that the ARTS & CRAFTS program is in
its 3rd week, This Saturday they will
be working on Xmas gifts under the
divection of Mrs Georgia Wilson and Mrs
Bernice Shangahon, BASKETBALL is in
itz second week with 13 teams under the
direction of KEN KURTZ, assisted by
BOB PARKER end GARY WILSON. No
gessions are scheduled for either group
for December 28rd. Next sessions are
the first Saturday in Jasuary.

EXPLORER POST 20 has challenged

.their sponsoring organization, the BOL~

NGBROOK LIONS, to a basketball
game, Date to be announced. The

‘group beld a dance at the HAROLD

RUDY Garage receintly.

You can say "MERRY CHRISTMAS"Y
to all your friends and dcquaintences ip
Beacon-land by having your personal
Christmas Card published in the
BEACON. Each card will be different
and majy be designed by you or can be
made up by the Beacon, Prices are
reasonable, $5.00 and up, depending
on the size you want. It can even have
a picture of your family or children on
it. For information call the Beacon at
739-1732, ' e

JOHN KNUTH of Romeoville was
slightly injured when his car was forced
against another aitoby a passing motor-
ist on 1-55. near Bolingbrook, He was
treated at Silver Cross Hospital

CADET TROOP 340 will hold iis in- |

vestiture, badge presentation and Christ-
mas Party Dec. 20 at North View,

e m—— —

+

HAMPTON PARK LADIES OF THE
LIONS hold their Board meeting De¢-

zﬁc’d—é;m /A;A4

Thirteen local girls exrolled in the new
drill team of the Juliettes last week, gemoli
be known'as the Juniorettes. It is open to all 10
thru 12 year old girls within District 96, This
month has been designated as registration month
for the group. They meet every Wednesday at
Park View School from 7to 9 p.m. For further
information call 838-3612.

Membership in the Jullettes, the senior drill
team, stands at 31 girls. No new enlistments

ember 21, 8 p.m, atthe home of Mrs will be accepted.

SWEARINGIN, On the 23:d their an -
nual Chrigtmas Party will be at the
Martinique, Their guests will be Mr and
Mrs CHARIES GREER, visiting from
Dumas, Arkansas. '

GIRI, SCOUT TROOP 345 holds its
Chyistmag Party Dec. 16th fiom 5:30 to
7 p.m. First they go careling them re-
tumn to decorate the tree, make table
decorations, and exchange gifts.

ROBERT D. SMITH, 109 Arlington,
Romegville, recently toured the 275~
gcre Amway Corp, industrial complex
at Ada, Michigan. He distributes Am-
way products In the Beacon-iand ared.

BROWNIE TROOP 353 will hold its
Christmas Party and 50¢ grab bagon
Decembei 23 at the home of Leader
MARY WOOD. SANTA will also be

- there, Next meeting Jan. Gths

Pvt 1/C JOHN LOVETT, 20, of
Romeoville was recently assigned to the
First Battalion of the 25th Infantry Divis-
jon in Vietnam as a light weapons in -
faptryman, He arrived in Vietnam Nov-
ember 23rd. His parents are Mr and Mrs
JOHN T, Lovett, 712 Geneva. His

wife, JOYCE, lives at 720 Geneva,

CUB PACK 31 held their recent
planming meeting at thé home of Mr &

M EDWARD KIK, Next Pack MNight

at North View Dec. 18 at 7:30.-p,m,
This will also be the Christmas Parsty.
The Pack received a belated Naticnal
Summertime Pack Award at the Dec-

. ember 7th Joliét *Rm;hd-‘l’:ble’.

FRED HAYES, Romeoville Chief of
Police, was elected 3rd vice-president
of the Police Administrators Association
of Greater Will Count, The organiza-
tion meetings was held at Cobb's Rest-
aurant near Bolinvbrook.

FRIENDS SAY FAREWELL
TO KARL & MARGE WALTER

A farewell party in honor of Kerland
Marge Walter was held at the home of
Hank and Ruth Mertz last Saturday..
Friends of the popular couple presented
them with a going away gift and a cake,
pictured above, a replice of thedr jreieut
home in Romepville. .

The Walters will make their new home
in Chicago, where Karl i an officer on
the Chicago Police Dept. Marge was
a candidate for village clerk of Romeo-
ville on the Citizens First Siate in the
1565 election and has heen active in
various chvic affafrs, Karl wes & mem-
bex of the Romeoyille Police Force.

Presemt ot the gathering were Mr
and Mrs Jerry Capps, Me and Mrs Arnold
Martinez, Mr and Mss Robert Cosgrove,
Mr and Mrs Robert Drdak) Mr and Mm

" Paul Drdak, Mr and Mrs Marcel Ievesque
and Mr and Mrs George Ketchimark.

T S R I S
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~ APPROVE
FULL-TIME POLICE
FOR ROMEOVILLE

Over the objections of President Neal
Murphy the Romeoville Village Board
gave tentative approval to a full-time
police department, approved the leas-
ing of two sguad cams, to give the vil-

)

lage a total of three, and approved the

Eurchase of 2 new pumper for the fire
department at a cost of $32,921.00
with $11,450, 00 worth of equipment for
the pumper to be purchased at the next
meeting, .

A letter, signed by Police Chief Fred
Hayes and by the secretary of the Police
and Fire Board, Don Wold, recommend-
ed the hiring of six full-time policemen
ata starting salary of $6,700 anpually.
Five of them, the Jetter stated, would
be supervisors and one would be a juv-
enile officer. .

. Murphy stated "that the yillage could
not afford this expense, He was not
against a full-time department, he said,
but that such'd move would cost the
village $70,000 2 yegi-':and"th:it’.t"he'
tota) taxes that came jnto the village
~"lust year only amounted to seventy,
Wnds

Jerry Capps and George Ketchmark
defended the move and said the prop-
osal for full-time police had been

mgeked” arowdd" for several years, that

they had met with the Police angd Fire
Board and Knew what the cost would be.
Capps said there was a moral as well as
financial obligation to aiford proper
police protection to 2 communuity of
fourteen thousand people.

The motion to solicit applications for
six full-titne nien was made by Ketch-
mark, All voted yes.

On the P-F Board recommendation
that cars be leased Murphy again ob-
jected, saying that the City of Joliet
had tried the lease plan and abandoned
it as being too expensive, Keschiiark
noted that Joliet had its own maintain-
ence facilities and Romeoville did not.
The findings of the police chief, it was
noted, indicated that the cost of leas-

| motion to purchasé: thepuiniger and the.
 accessory equipment. Ketchmiark asked

ing and outright purchase was about the
game, -§ince maintainence on leased
equipment wou 1d be taken care of by
the dealer at no additiona] expense.
The miotion to léase two Dodge Pol-

" aras at $175.00.per month each, with

.the dealer puichasing the older squad
* car for $1,125.00, was approved unin-
* jmously.
Murphy again noted he was not
- against better fire protection when the
Board acted on the purchase of a pumpér
" for the fire department, e again cited
the cost as belng more than the village
could afford and said there would be no
place to houie the additional equip-
ment, He suggested thatan addition be
_chase wis dontemplated. o
 Decker said he had been associated

put. on the fire bam ‘before such a pur-

. with the fire department-for ‘some time;

and that he would be proud to ;pake £1%

| thdt the purchase of the équiprient be
held off ill the next meeting, Decker
agreed and the board voted unanimously
to purchase the pumper.
Approval was alko given to furnish free
vehicle stickers to all retired firemen
- with five:ormore years of service. At
present there are eight retired firemen
who qualify. .
Action on another recommendation by
the P-F Board was temporarily tabled at
' the-request of Ketchmark., This was to
permit the police department to partici«
pate in the Illinbis Police Training Act.
Ketchmark said he did not know what
this entailed and he wished to give it
further study-
Adon) 2 [

November 23,
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g e’
'fg"” AN ILLEGAL MEETING
THAT WASN'T THERE

An iHega) nieeting of the Romeoville
Zoning Board of Appeals was nos he)d as
scheduied last Monday, not cnly because
it was illegal, but alio becduse they
(thie boasd) did not show up,

'1.'he meeting was to be a hearing on a
varijance requested by the Alexander
Construction Company. A notice’ of the
hearing was published in Sunday's Joliet
He_ra]d--a nnouncing the date of the
hearing as being the following day.

A hearing on a variance réquest before
a zoning board requires thata public
notice of the meeting be published no
less than 15 days prior to the hearing,
Thus, even if the meeting had been
held, it would have been illegal. How-
ever, the board was saved this embar-
asgment since one board member was
, sickand one conld not get off work—
5o it was called offi—but no one remem-

»d the

.bered to notify the interested public.

Begaon 10l /Y
ON THE TARGET

10

up their trigger fingers
team for police comgpietition

Romgovitle’s finest out on tho new pistol range limber
Chief Cepican hopes to {orm a pisto

Oct.
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Missouri Synod

Welcomes Yom !

SUNDAY SCHOOL  $:00a, m.
CHURCH SERVICE  10:30a:m.

Ail Purpose Room at Park View School
’ Hampton Park
Pastor Milten C. Markw orth

~ 838-8711
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‘A preview of the new Spint Dominic
Church waes held lest Sundsy afternoon
by the pastor, ¥asther Gregory, who
explained the facilities of the new
edlifice to seven nuns from Seint An-
dreva parlish and other Interested
visitors, I

In addition to every necesssary re=

1lglous eppointment, the new bullding
has a good sized meetling room for
pertles and gatherings, adjescent to

-which will be & kitchen, As plans for
1ditions to the bullding materislize
.1 future years thls meeting room will
be made into school rooms and replac-

ed wlth additlonal facilities.

All those -at the preview were im-
pressed with the béauty snd functioe-
sl qualities of the building.

BIBIE BAPTIST CHURCH MOVES LOCA TION

The Bible Baptist Church of Hampton Park has
out grown iis present meeting place at 424 Everette
and will be holding services at the north gym at
Park View School an Sunday, Oct 4th, ‘

Sunday School will start at $:45 ifusieud of 9:30.
Evening service starts at 7:30 p.m,

This will also be Rally Day with special music
at both morning and evening services.

Pagtor of the church 15 J. O, Parcell, who may be
called at 838-3228.
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Lockport],

MOST CONTROVERSIAL subject these days is Lake
Shirley in Hampton Perk, = According to the last repsrt
of the village meeting, a referendum fs  scheduled for
Saturday, Aug. 22, Residents of Romeoville will vote on
whether they want to support the lake or net, = ... A

According to the release from Alexander for Mareh 12
issue of this paper, the new Lake Shirley Park was to be
donated to the commumity for the use of residents upon
its completion in early summer of this year, Ir has niot
been completed yet, i m i BetN

If the Iaké is dopated to the village, residents will have

to support it if they.wish to use the facilley.:” .-
News release algo.stated that the park would be open.in
winter for skating, tobogganing and sledding, -Developmant
program is to include three, efght to 10 acrs.schabl sites;
three additional parks of three acres each and sites for
churches as well as a neighbor-hood type ‘ghopping center.
IT SEEMS LIKE the residents of Romecville are doubttal
that Alexander will -donate the lake and paxk to the village.
Evidently thie village does not have a written agréement but
Alexander’s néws release states that he will donste. this
recreation area to the residents, - - T oL
SINCE WE HAD a couple of typographi¢al errors in.g
recent high school board story, we get kidded ut tnestings
and board members want to know #f ‘we. heard everything .
correctly, =N N TR
ANSWER TO. that wes that 'if the' board members would.
Bpeak up a little louder we might, get the drift of the -
- conversaton, We reporters are trying £o'talk. thern. ot -
giving aendas to the publc s6'we might follow the meeting -
. 1 might add. that_ nearly a ol :
‘almost seems Ifke théy don't want you to

1e would certdinly make @ bit with yoUr sndlencs, - . - - .

HIGH SCHOOL. refershduni -1a not fop, S off-w<s dnte
has been get for Sepé. 19 in Case you've forgofien, -Board
WilL vote ‘oni ari ‘edticational tax incresse of 21¢-rifsiug

rats'from 65¢ to 86¢ per' F10D. sssessed valustion g s

transportation tax iricrease of 8¢ from 2¢ to A0, -
Board declded to set the date eariy thik simimer in order-
to give them sufficient tlime to prepare literature on why
they need the addittonsl funds, Wonder why tliere havén't’
been any news releases regardlig the referendum, . -
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AM I MY BROTHER'S KEEPER?

APPOINT PATROL OFFICERS

Patrolman William Barsevich of the Romeoville Po-
lice recently announced the appointment of three Val-
ley View youths ag patrol boy officers. Bob Conrad .
fas been designated Captain, and Leonard Goers and
Jim Goers are Lientenants. Their duties are to check
the patrel boys at their posts daily.

Barsevich, who was put in charge of this detail by
Chief Cepicen, said that plans are underway to inaug-
urate ‘patrol boy of the month’ and a ‘patrol boy of .
the year’ awards. Credit for the success of the patrol
boy program, he stated, should go to Dr. Widen, Princ-
ipal of Valley View, Mr. Sfefanich, Dean of Boys at
the same school, the mothers who have been co-oper-
ating in the program, and Messrs G. Clair and M. Hall,
;eptesentatives of the Chicago Motor Club, Joliet

ranch. .

Beqcop /o/%é“

Some misconceptions and attitudes
concerning this Saturday's school
referendum are a source of amazement
and disgust. One of the most common
of the misconceptions is that if the
referendum fails onlg the new North
view School will be hurt, Not so.
This referendum is not only for the
new school, If it fails, all three
gchonls will be equally é‘amaged.

The attitude is exemplified bg

the remarks of a yourng man,  one o
the community leaders, who stated he
would vote no on the transportation
referendum because his ¢children were
cloge to the school, 1In the same
breath thisman asks the entire com-
munity to help in a project which
would help only those youngsters in
his immediate area.
: Unless we stop thinking of only
that which effects us direetly, un-
less we have regard for every child's
education andi safety, our community
will deteriorate--and deserve to,

The reason Bernard Ward missed his first school
board meeting in many a moon is that be was visit-
ing with his son, Pvt. Willabm Ward, who is sta-
tioned with the Medical Corps of the U.S. Army

at Fort Riley, a///
AL Lol

HO'd ‘ \Fb Urﬂ"l NQ'HOSQ Gvaf/u‘c?_
~ Ceremony At West Hig o

Fourth Anmal National Joanne Rawson: Joseph Providence Imburgia; Cath~
Homor Society Induction Reedys Larry Restaino; erine Legan; and Amnemarie
Ceremonies were held at Lawrence Riegel: Joseph Lewis,

Lockport West High School - Sanders; Carole Schott; Also Shiriey Lovenz, Debe

on April 18th and forty new
members were inducted.
Nine senjors and thirty-
one juniors #re mow mem-
bers of the NHS they include;
genifors, Rose Agullera;
Donna Batuaich; Laura Bet-
zel;: Ivy Cumpston; Joyce
Hill: Anne Jurce; Bonale
Sedigk; Antolnette Winter-
kamp. and Jednette Winter-
" kamp,’

. - Junior members are; Sara
Alexanders Janice Andexsony
"Michael  Bessler; Linda
Cavoretto; Sharon Cham-
-bers; Gloria Churani Rich-
ard .Churnovic; Kristine
Copgts; Joseph Cusimano;
Robert Dunn; Karen Grand-
staff; Jolm Hancock:; Robert
Lee; Paul Linsner; Debra
Manning; Linda Meinke; Lo
venz Merfeld; Judy Pahl;

12

Karen Smith: Rudolph Sti=
mac; Jackle Strle; Cathy,
Throckmorton; Sam Wason;
Sandra Whalen and Donna
Worch,

Provigional ~Sophomores
were Mary Baldazzl; Jean-
ette  Fantozzi; Barbara
Hudson; Joseph Maino; Amy
Perin; Cheryl Robertson;
Melinie Schwartz; and Lillj
Willtams, _

Freshmen ushers were
Kenneth Grishmm; Randy
Lynn Hancock, Jomes Max-
well and Kathleen Tendsil,

Pregent active members
in the NHS are; Andrea
Ginnettl; Sugamne Thomasg;
Lawrerice Fisrman; William
Hayes; Janet Linsher; Gail
Gilmore; Connfe Backhaus;
Joann Eichelberger: Fred
Harms; Barbara Heggerty;

bie McMillan; Jeannie Red-
ding; Rita Rlordan; -Jerry
Robhins; Marie Simunovichs
Sharon Swinarski: Gerry
Tendall Judy Truax;
Thomas Ward and Robert
Youngquist,

Mhsic for the ceremonies
was provided by the Lock-
port West High Band
under the direction of Tom
Drake, Special speeches
were glven by Susamne
Thomas; Lawrence Flar-
man; Willam Hayes and
Janet Lingner, Andrea Gine
etti, NHS vice - president
led the pledge to the flag
and the adminjstration ofthe
NHS pledge to new mem-
bers, Rev, Arthur Maher
of St, Andrews’ Church gave
the invocation and benedic~
ton, Charles Whalen, prin-
cipel at West welcomed the
honored smdents and guests
and called the roll of new
members,



"My E[unpr Fllghﬁ Chlcago Experlence“

et A H
i

It was yesterday, June 30, 2015 that I went on an "Honor Flight" to “The Wall® in Washington D.C.

}  Besides observing "The Wall®, Imsablemtakemﬂlexmmuseumandﬂmmplmemmm

| We then came back to Midway airpost, wheze: it was unhelievable the number of people who wers there |

| to welcome all of us World War IT Veteran's back home. Theve were marching band's, the Chicago Fire

{ Department and also the Chicago Police Department. I did not envision all of this to be taking place to
| honor, us. My whole family was there to greet me. It was a very emotional experience. Although, when |

 1ook back, all of this should have happened 70 year's ago when the war had ended, when I was an T

| year old Marine who helped secure the istand of Two Jima.

h)
§  1have never spoken to my family about combat, but now they are interested and wonld like tg hear
 about it. So, I opened up and gave them a thumbnail sketch of what it was like to be in the battle. to
secure a piece of volcano rock thet has no monstacy value, is a mile wide and 4 mile's long, with very
;;ﬁ lhﬂevegﬂuﬁbnandashmgmwﬂot‘mﬁm.

nmxmdmmmmn.mmmmzsmmsmm

| wounded, 75 percent did not meke it. My buddy, on thé 28th day took a bullet to the abdomen_ I then

 began to caadle him in my aon's, he knew and 1 koew that he was going to die. There is no way at this

pontﬂﬁmmgumdmdhelp,mheuhdmmmnhsfnnﬂym&mmmmhtm _

| know that he wasa't going to hell. A short time later he died and) hed to leave him as our platoon had to

| push forward, taking out pilthoxes of the Japanese war. It was the next day, and I crawled back to take a

{ look at him, there wore green flies in his eye’s and coming out ofhis mouth. So, I took his backpack and [

j poncho off and covered him up. About a week later we had secured the ishand. Afier a few days had

{ passed, I walked back in the hot son, to the place from which we started and I see the poncho, I
proceeded to Bft it wp and vnderneath was his body that had boen covered in maggots. I decided that it

| was best not to tell his fumily this when I went to visit them.

¥ When visiting with my buddics Simily, I asked them: "Why would your son tall ms to tell you that he
m‘tgoingtohﬂl“?l’erﬂnﬁmily,whmhemllmddhmabmﬂemﬂmiﬂwﬁmﬂly !

Bible that had dates of birth and dates of desth for other family membevs, and he tore oui pages and set {
| them on fire. They then told him that he was going to hell for desccrating the family Bible. At that :
| moment the parents held each other's hand and began o cry. 'lhilns&ylwmhlmwlmdaﬂaed.

: mmbem;mﬁemﬁnmdym,mthewmatmmemimﬁmm
| you. You can have nightmure's or ory in your slecp and the thing is, Gey stay with you and follow you
whuemmgmdmﬂﬂmwmwm ZF .
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OCTOGENERANIAN
TELLS HOW IT USED TO BE
IN THE OLD DAYS

by ELIZABETH 'EICHEL BERGER
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OFFICIALS ATTEND TREE BURNING

Over 2000 Christmas trees were burned a
Hampton Park Shopping Center last Saturday tor
the Tri-Twsp Republican's Annugl post holiday
conflagration. Performing the job of setting fire
to the pyre was State Senator Hasris Fawell.

Other dignitaries on hand were County Sﬁper..
intendent of Schools Boyd Bucher » County Board
Chairman Roy Hassert, and Robert Bell, YR

Just want to add & IH-
tle on the item which was
in the Beacon & fow weaks
240 on the Chapman School,

I have restded in the vi-
cintly of that school dis-
trict for over eightyyears.
My father, Peter Junegals,
and bis heighbor Marsha]l
Ayers donsted the ground
whete the school wagbulli,
.80 I attended schiool there
from 1st thru 8th grade,
ag did mybrothers and sis~
ters and my children and
sevaral of my grandehiid-
Ten, -

In my school deys, tlie
puplls had to carry the
drinking water from the
nearby farms at recess

and noon, also carry In

the corn cobs and coal
from thé woodslied to foed
a pot bellled heater and
sométimes when the stove
Plpes would. get filled with
soot, it would puff and rin
us-out 50 we would then
get = days vacation untl
the plpes could be taken
down and cleanad out, Our
tollet facilitlos were two
out houses baek of the
school; one for the boys
and one for the girls,

The teachers were from
Joliet and had .to stay in
the couniry with one of
the farm familles from
Suiiday t11 P r night,

then teke the ol strest .

car fromi Romeoville, I-
had teachers stay with my
family for several years,

There ‘were thrée men

Serving on the board as
sohool directors and my

dad served for many years,

Later my husband and son

Lloyd were school di-

rectorg for Chapman

Sehool, . . .
The Tast teacker whe

taught at Chapman Sehool
wag Mrs, Irene King, now
& tercher in Vallay View
Distriet.

In about 1966 al! the one-
room schools were sold,
The extinet Chapman
School was sold and inoved
t0- 2 site next to Barbers
Corner on the Gordon and
Mae Konfcek farm, where
Mr, & Mrs, Val Flores
now reside, Several other
schools were remodeled,

The Ricken School was
purchased by Dwight An-
ditus, now deceased, It
is now the home' of Mr,
and Mrs, Charles Sihs,
The BarbersCornsr Sghodl
was purchased by Carl Rott
and made into 3 beautiful

. home, A few years ago-

he sold the Jand and moved
his home to 2 site west
of Barbers Corner.

"The GordonSchool is now

: the Yiome of Matthew Feath-

erstons family, The Taylor
Sehool, on Rt, 68, was pur-
chagsed by Stephen Ward

and remodeled and ig now:'
" ‘the home of his son-in-law

and daughter, Mr, & Mrs,
Ernest Koch, -

The Hiilside Scheol on
Naperville Road was pur-
chased by Hampton Park
American Leglon and epn-
verted into a Club House,
This was destroyed by fire
a few years ago,

The Orchard Schoo) was
moved to a wooded slte
on Lemont Road and more
‘classrooms added, It was
later named Brombarek
Sehool in honor of Leo
Bromberek, now deceased,
who served on the sshool
boird for many years, I
think the Graves School and
Sprague Sehool were de-
molishad, -

Teachers who tanght in
the ona-room schools ju.
cluded Efleén Ward, Ivens
King, Claire Gehrke, Fran-
ces Morgan, Lillle Eneix,
Margy Melsingar, Loulse
Nelson, August Nellis, Ar-
nold Hillenberg, Dorothy
Allon and Kenneth Herman-

sen, the present superin- -

“tendent. . Allce Spangler
was school ireasurer,

.’gédcé\ at ‘//é,,{cf

NOW THAT'S A CAT

District Governor.,

Romeoville!s Volunteer Fire Department was
on hand to mrovide fite protestion, Hot coffee
was supplied to warm the chilled: firemen and
spectators, Following the burning, e officials
present enjoyed a smack and coffee at the home
of Mr and Mrs Richard Hamilton of Rom, eoville,

Ve

Begeon 177

Al

Gail Buckley, far left, and friends with their fine
assortinent of scavenged bit of trivia,

P
&
A SCAVENGER HUNT BIRTHDAY PARTY

The James Bingle family of Hamptom
Park are the proud possessors of a
cat that hasg twenty six toes, seven
on each hind leg and sixoneach fore
Paw, No telling how many lives,

14

::talcuges, green tooth brushes, ete, Itwas qll part
a scavenger unt in j i i
151 tartg - conjuction with Gail Buckley's
Miss Buckley and hey friends had a Iist i
eidey : of 20 item.
o gather within a two hour period, Top se::w.venge_-S
palr were Polly MeDowel ang Daty Ramel with 1.
items accounted for, Donna Kitica and Judy Linsper
were a c_lose second, The prizes were records, A
léot?by Prize was awarded to Jow scorers Patty Wood ¢
a:ll‘rcbal-—-a backage of sour lemon drops,
n féer lhe lunt the gang enjoyed Pizzas and refresh-
ents from the kitchen of Mr & Mrs Don Buckley.
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COZY COTTAGE

i :'4_3_

CARRY OUTS

Perch

Shrimp

Chicken
Hamburgers
Beef BRonanza‘s

g
ph. 838-3141

66A -2 mi south of Handpton Pk, [
s e T ALL SET TO GO

Beacon 1964 :
Work has started on the new Cobb's Restaurant
The COZY Cottage was later known as and Gift Shop to be located behind Reichert's
: . Service Station at the junction of Rtes, 53 and
the Colonial Restaurant. 66. Earl Meisinger, owner of the property, turns
the firet spade-full of earth as Ed Oehmen (right)
lessor of the Restaurant, and contractor J, Carr
look on.

the Beacon

ROMESOVILLE - HAMRTON FARK «

"it BoLINGBROOK - MiKANy

s - = ' COLLRAR ViEW - LEMONT

PUBLISHED EVERY THURSDAY
CIRCULATION, OVER 2400

AREA CObE 312 729.1732
218 REOWOOD RD,
LEMONT, ILLINOIS
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. J. HOVACH - EDrror
BARBARA KOVAGCH - ADV. MOR.
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Complete
ONE-STOP SERVICE

JOURNEYMAN MECHANIG
On Duty

dick & happy’s
HAMPTON PARK

- WHEEL BALANCING
- BRAKE SERVICE
- MOTOR TUNE-UP

Completa Lubrication = Road Service
Complete Auto Repciring o OVERHALLS

» TRANSMISSIONS
» STARTERS
» GENERATORS

« MUFFLERS
ROUTE ?5*A o ACCESSORIES
by the Shopping Center
PHONE 838-2790 4
i5

R e  a




. T 16

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION AND RENEWAL
Please use this form to join or to renew your membershlp ‘The NOW “1> THEN
_ The newsletter is the official pubhcatlon of the Romeoville, Romeoville Area sttorzcal Society
 Area Historical Saczety for its members. Mail check and e] 10 Montrose Drive

membership application form to the address at the nght. Romeoville, IL 60446
No information may be reprodueed without the permission of the archival chaitman.

- ALL MEM ;ERSS $7.50 PER YEAR
Please prmt Blrthday and anmversary (month & day only) are optional:
NAME L ]
ADDRESS
STATE " . Z]P CODE:
PHONE: () - EMAIL;
'BIRTHZDAY
" DONATION: §_
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