The

NOW ‘N’ 9HEN

Preserving the ¥ of Romeovilie
The official newsletter of the
Romeoville Area Historical Society

WINTER ISSUE 2014

This year we are really experiencing winter with temperatures below zero, and celder wind
chills along with constant snow storms, This is the first winter in my 30+ years here when we
have had both freezing cold and regular snow.

I gave talks about Romeoville’s history for the DAR at Romeoville Rec Center and at the Gladys
Fox Museum in Tockport to the Lockport Park District men’s breakfast group. Brian Clancy and
I talked about our history for the second grade classes at R. C. Hill School. All of these were
accompanied by Power Point slides.

Books continue to sell. Thanks to a recommendation by Jerry Capps, we entered our book for an
award by the Illinois State Historical Society. They requested supporting materials to show
community involvement. The cover letter described the assistance provided by the village staff,
the library, and the Chamber of Commerce. Donations of photographs, writing of chapters and
captions and other assistance by many residents were mentioned as well, Included in our packet
were the recent newsletters, copies of newspaper articles, copies of the press releases requesting
information and photos and announcing the publication, the order form, a list of the dignitaries
invited, a sample invitation to local dignitaries and to our contributors, the RPTV and
Bolingbrook TV interviews about the book, and RPTV’s program of the book releasg event. We
were recently informed that the book will receive an award at a luncheon in April.

This issue highlights some of our long-time residents. The pictures are from our archives and
were not used in Mabel Hrpcha’s book or the new one.. Many could not be used in the book
because of poor quality or because the people were not identified. If anyone can identify these,
please let us know.

The next meeting of the society will be Wednesday February 22 from 2:00-4:00 at the museum.
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Mayor said ‘get invoived’
and Paul Drdak listened

" by Valerla Vondralg

"When - he first moved to
Romeoville 22 years ‘ago,
Patll ‘Pops’ Drdak told the
man who was then the
mayoi' Neil Murphy, that he
didn’}. like  the way.he was
nmnlng the town

- “He told me, if I dldn’t l:ke
it, I should do something
about it,”” ‘Pops’ gaid, taking
time out last week from
working at the Golden Agérs

garage: sale to discuss what .

has led him to take such an

active part in Romeovllle ac
tivities throughout the years.
‘Pops clearly followed the -

mayor’s advice. Racently
appointed by the Senior Ser-

vices Center of Will ‘County.

to the Will County Senior
Citizen Hall of Fame.. ‘Pops’
has served the Village as its
clerk, as a trustee. and on
the recreation "board, his
firat love. :

It was in recreation that
‘Pops’ decided to work«after
his little talk with the
mAayor,.

“When we first started
recreation out here, we
worked out of ‘schools, out of
Tarages, out of trinks of
..ars ” ‘Pops’ remembered.

‘“There was nothing here.
We as residents weren’t al-

lowe'd at that time to use the -
schools. They felt people -

sﬁould pay. We opened the
schiools to everybody. We
had to use them in order to
have recreation,”

»Donna Rickman, Romeo-
@l&’s director of recreation,
gaﬁ ‘one of the people work-
!ﬂg ‘with ‘Paps’ in those

trying to get a recrea-
tim program - going in

Romeovﬂle. Joming ‘Pops’
for the interview, she and he
reminigced together over the

days when they used to go -

out seelnng donations for

-their improvised programs.

“We were scroungers,”

Donna  coriféssed  with a'--.-.

smile. “People would see us
coming and shut their doors.

We were -always looking for

donations. For our aris and
crafts classes, we would

havée 400.or 500 kids in one.
day. We even made our own

molds.”

‘Pops,’ whio happily admit--
tédthathehas done a lot of
& ™. at-school board .
meetlngs. said that once the

schools finally agreed to

‘open their doors for affer- -

school. recreation programs,
the first thing they got golng
was a roller-skating - pro-

gram for handicapped chil-

dren.
“It was on the gym floor at

West View School,” ‘Pops’

said, “Fifteen years ago.
The school’'s gym teacher
would cringe every time the
kids got out on that floor,"
Donna quickly added that
the children’s skates all had
plastic wheels, but she too
admitted that their program
caused coniroversy at the

. school: . ,
“We've. come & lnng way."-
‘Donna  said, ‘Pops’

'agreed “I think I did what I

tried to do,’’ he said. “Still,

even today, you have to de-.

vote yourself to it. I was in-

voived with the youth move- -
ment even before I was mar---
ried. When I was a young- -

ster, on the west side of Chi-
c¢ago, I was involved in
lodges.” :

‘Pops’ helped organize

" baseball teams in. Romeo-

ville for boys .12 to 17 years
old at what was then Romeo-
ville’s only baseball field, lo-
cated across- from- his hpme.

."at 1 Belmont. Later, when he -

telt he was getting too old to

. work with youngsters any

longer, he managed. an adult
baseball team.

““You can always tall; ‘with
‘Pope’ and his wife; Lillian,
into” helping-‘ out,” . Donna
said , ‘affectionally. ‘“‘When-
éver I need help, I call them.,

-1 can depend on thein.”

Dionna said that ‘whén she
began the Golden Agers Club
seven years ago, orly - five
people ‘showed up for the
meetings. She dec:ded to call
the Drdaks. -

“ ‘Pops’ said he wasn't old
enough he was too busy,”
Donna recalled. ““They both
told me they would get in-
volved once . the group
started going, after ‘the offi-
cers were elected.” She
smiled- ‘“‘He served as vice
presideit, then as president
for two years.”

‘Pops,’ who likes .tp golf in
his spare time, serves on the
township’s senior. hoard of
recreation, and is also on the
senior bowling league. His
hopés for Romeoville’s fu-
tiire are to see it cohtinue to
grow, to double its size, and
to. cmtinue developing recre-
ation programs for youth.

“I . love this villyge,"
‘Pops ooncluded “No. one
can talk me out of here. It’s
going to be one of the most
progressive villages. It’s
going to happen. You'll see.”
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Dorothy Hassert is a busy woman. She operates the
‘Hassert Christmas Tree Farm, cooks for many fune-
‘tions at St. Pster’s Lutheran Church in Joliet, and
spends countless hours working on projects for the
Romeoville Historical Society.

In fact, she claims ber home has become the unoff-
ficial headguarters for the Historical Society.

Currently, she is tracing the history of Valley View
School, beginning with its origin as & one room school
serving the entire Romeoville area.

The recipes Mrs. Hassert shares for German Potato
Salad and Ham Loaf can be found in the cookbook
piiblished by the Historical Soclety

German Potato Salad
(6 servingas)
4 Ibs. potatoes -
3 ribs of oelery. chopped
% C, diced onion
¥ C. chopped parsley
34 1h. bacon
3 T. flour
1 C. water
15 C. sugar
¥ C. vinegar
salt and pepper to taste

Boll potatoes in skins -until done. Peel, slce and
season with salt and pepper. Add chepped parsley,
celery and onfon.

Fry bacon until crisp, crumbie and add to potatoes.

Add flour and water to bacon drippings, and stir to
make a medium thick sauce. Add sugar and vinegar.

potatoes and mix well.

Garnish with slices of hard-boiled eggs. Keep warm
in oven until serving time.

Ham Loaf
(Serves 4-8)

1% Ib. ground pork

2 1b. ground ham

2 eggs, well beaten

1C. milk

1 C. bread crumbs

- dash of pepper

Mix all ingredients together. Blend well, using
hands for hest consisgtency.

For individual gervings, use 3% C. of the mixture
% each loaf. Use the handle of a spoon to score the

Bring to a bofl and ceok until well-blended. Pour over -

TTTT——— _—

Homeowlle woman keeps bus y

L i) =

Dorothy Hassert of Romeoville removes her
German potato salad and Individual ham loaves
from the oven.

Place the amall loaves side by side in a 9" x 13"
pan. Bake at 350 degrees for one hour. If mixture is
made into one large loaf, bake for 1% hours at 350
degrees.  While baking, baste occasionally with a
brown sugar glaze. 5

»

Brown Sugar Glaze
Conibine and bring to a boil in a sauce pan:
% C. brown sugar
¥ C. water

Y C. vinegar
2 T. dry mustard
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Missionary luncheon scheduled \

Ladies Aid of St, Peter Luther- - ; e B
an Church will hold its 55th annu- |, BER i e
al Missionary Luncheon at rioon ) :
March 21 in Luther Hall of St.
Peter School, 308 N. Broadway.

Alfred Ebel of Concordia Col-
lege, Seward, Neb.,-will tell of the
mission work that is being done
‘among the American Indians. (St.
Peter church is built on the site of
Fort Nonsense, which was used
by the early white settlers for pro-
tection during the Fox-Sack Indi-
an War.) T -t

Since March 21 is the 300th
birthday of composer Johann Se-
bastian Bach, special music will
be provided by the Suzuki Per-
forming Group from the Joliet
Public Schools under the direc-
tion of Mary Smeltzer.

. Decorations for the luncheon
include teepee village scenes, tom
tom nut cups, Indian dolls and
other Indian artifacts, A Mission
Table will offer-bakery and hand--
made items for sale,
Mrs. Howard Hassert heads
the committee, assisted by Mrs.
| Martin Frenk, co-chairman, and
Mrs. Ronald Macmillan, decora-
tions chairman.

Tickets should be purchased in

= !
advance from Ladies Aid mer- - : B
bers, Mrs. Martin Laufer, ticket buws : i N
chairman, or at the church office. Mrs. Howard Hassert displays Indian artifacts for St. Peter’s |
The public is invited. Ladies Aid Missionary Luncheon. (Herald-News photo) T

From left to riéht are John Healy Alexander,
James Lewis Alexander, Herbert George
Alexander, and Earl Konicek.

Nurses in 1918 are Elizabeth Startz Wagner
and Christine Rodegerio, with Charles Karsten




; ﬂ,, o

isflator w,u; b_ii"rigd ' i'_||7 the : li'lexundef family plot’

B | ol ; ,
and their sfrange pact
R;E}I\IEIOWLLE — Last Sux'i; .
B are, on Romeovills. ceetied

o-0ld-timers the death of James
1. Alexander in 1913 and a

trange between
riénds. .

Alexander, called the most
‘prominent and piciureésque per-
ionage'” in LucI?porl; Township,
lied’ at the Alexander family
1ome near Romeoville, :

. He was serving ai the time
18 siate representative from the
Hist District, a post to which
1e had just been re-elected. ‘

Friends from throughout the
itate came to the funeral.

It was at the funersl that the
sompact entered into 20 years
iarlier by Alexander and his
rounger friend, Leon McDonald,
vas revealed. .

They had agreed that the sur-

pact two

viver would speak at the funeral
of the other. In the eulogy, Mc-
Donald described how the -pact
came about. He sajd: :
“It had been my sad fortune
to be called upon to say the
words of finel parting at tKe fu-
neral.of a very dear young friend
in whom Mr. Alexander had
been very much interested, and

-after the services, he said to

me, ‘Mr. McDonald should it
be my lot to go before you info
the great unknown, I want you
to gromise me that you will do
for me what you have just done
for your friend, John. Will you
do it?’ o

“* ‘I wiil, Mr. Alexander,” I
answered, ‘if you will do the
same for me should I go first,”

The two men Tenewed the pact
often over the years. =

In his eulogy. McDonald alzo

declared:

“The high and the low, the
rich and the poor, have all alike
been proud to_claim his friend-
ship. The world has been, and
is, and will be betier for this
man.l’ S o ‘ - .
McDonald was the president
of the Will County Publishing Co,
publishers of the Lockport Phoe-
nix-Advertiser; one-time mayor
of Lockport; and general super-
intendent of the Tiinois and
Michijgan Canal. :

d‘ Alexaillald'e{hwasfi ilart:iliied at_sun-
own in the fan buryi
ground - only half agnﬂe rfg;gx
the family homestead, which
was occupied unfil just recently
by his grandchiidren,

The tiny cemetery is adjacent
to busy Illinois 53 and near the
expanding Hampton Park Subdi-

on. : S
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‘Red’ Chambers promises

“I've . learned ' sxlence 18
goldén. My temiper is not
like it was hefore. As you
grow older, you learn. from
hard kmocks. I’ve leamed to
listen.”?

Former Romedville Village
President Dewey “Red”
Chambers expressed’ these
sentiments ‘during a récent
interview. As Your ‘' Party -
candidate for maynr Cham

tumhimtohisformerpnsl

tion in the April 2-election. ~ -

“I know I can puit the Vil-
lage “back -where I: had it
eight 'yeara ago, with the
help of the people,” he-con-
tinned. “I was mayor before
and the record will speak for
{tself. Iliketoﬁnishwhatl
start.”- '

Chambers said that while
moiflce hemokt.hevmage

Dewey *“Red” Chambers
out of debt and put it in the
black, He said the record
will show that he is the only
one who-had a balanced
budget, and that he got rid of
_abandoned houses in the Vil-

age.
Eepointedoutthattheus

Chambers sald that his
first project would be to get
more industry Into Romeo-
ville.

“When I was mayor, we

‘gset aside the north end of the

Village for industry, the mid-
dle of town for homea. and

- the southendfor comrier-
‘cialbusinessasandhomes”

he =aid.

Another top priority would
be to handle the Village's
deficit, he said. He wants to
find out where it is and what
caused it. Other things will
then fall into place, he said.

His plan to handle the defl-
cit, he said, would- include
gitting down with each de-
partment’s head #nd cover-
ing the pros and i cons of each
operation. -

- Chambers - said: -that - an-
other major- prlority will be
to repair ~ the “village's
streets, = sidewalks,” and
sewer system.

“We have “Village employ—
ees to repair the streets,” he
said. “TI will give them the
right egquipment to do the
work. I started a long-term
plan eight years ago which
hasn’t been followed through
with. Iwouldnketobeglnit
agam 2]

On the odd-even parking
issue, Chambers said that he
thinks the parking restric-
tions are an unnecessary in-
covenience for all residents.

“Other commumities have
plans that work without all
this ¢

the most sense to me I8 put-
‘ting in the restri_ctlus when
the sznowfall exceeds two
in¢hes.” . ) .
Chambers said that as for
the unionization of Village
employees, he himself is a
union member and he would
not be against unicnization.
1 would Iike to let the peo-
ple decide this issue by put-
ting it to a ballot,”” he sald.

“When I am elected I will

represent all of the people.
These same people are the
ones that would have to pay
for a union.”

. hesaid ‘&

" said. “Theplanthatmakes

He said he would also look
into the possibility of con-
structing houslng for single,
younger folkks.— “nice apart-
ments, not reat high priced,”
During my. admin-
stration, I was looking into
bunding apartments along
Naperville road. I would like
to finish some of the things I
had planned.”

Romecmlle to get back. to
being proud, and one of the
ways he could help that hap-
pen would be by getting nd
‘of abandoned homes; - -

-1 did’it before and I'll do
I’ again,” he said, ““The peo-
.ple’ of Romeoville are proud
of:, thelr : Vﬂlage - or _they
wculdn’t be here. This little
tbwn was an opportunity for
vel:erans. we fook it and
warit to keep it.’”

He said that he has always
belleved in being honest with -
‘people ‘and communicating

‘because that’s how you do
the right thing. Communica-
- tion.and cooperatlon are the
only way any of the Village’s
probleins will be solved. He
" gaid téamwork is needed, A
good quarterback is no good
wlthom a  ‘good line,

'“Iwantthetowntogo
back to the people,” he con-
cluded, “It hurts me every
time I hear someone. say
something bad : about this
town. This town belongs to
all the peuple, not-. just tn
certain groups.”

4



Beacor SepT 2577

K@mch mmen*

'BearEdItor' ol
L Jderty capps has been a
,friend to.me.for the past 18

years. as 'well:as a friend to’
“the youth of the. community,
the aged, the handicapped ;
the disen-

- the:‘minotrities,
- franchlsed _and - any “other -
_worthy “gréup or bauae in’

need of help. I know of no in-:
dividual who - has & befter.

record. of salfless; aevota'on

E:w@ﬁ;%

-to hié fellow fiuman bemgs |

‘asq ﬁohﬂclan nor a business,

-man. He was too busy help-

-ing others to devote enough
time to "hig -insurance
G buSiness to make it a real
success, AS a polmcal figure
-he ‘was too trusting to reach
thegoals hédeogired. : . .~

It was thls ‘trust; In his

Jerry L. Capps - .

- fellow -man whlch Ied 1 anr
Jerry has not had )

trémendous stccess: either "

sure, to his current troubles
{ can ]ust ploture arn
assdciate  sa ying, . "Hey
Jerry, sign these papers i
will be OK.” And tru' 'tlng
naive Jerry signs.. - *

“These days it .86 '
we are inclined to ask:- "wha:
have you done for me late-

ly?"” whek & friend.|s in
need. Well, Jerry Is in need
S} fervenﬂy hope.that.the hun-
* dreds, pérhaps thousands

whom Jerry has helpéd riow

rally to his cause. Especially

those who are now In posi-
tiohs of prominence and in-

- fluenée wha have béen-his
.. 'assoclates “and - friends. .|
“hope they have the courage

{o say, ‘‘Yes, he made a

_ Inistake. But compared to
_the good he has done, this
_:ristake is of minor conse-
- quence. 1'will stand by his
slde pri vately angd. pubiicly.”".

- One does not ‘discard a

valuable gembecause it has

asﬂghtﬂaw. :
, Smcere!y
JoeJ "Kovach

-y

Jerry Capps continues to serve the community. He was a member of the _commi-ttee to pass the
Des Plaines Library referendum, and is President of the Friends of the Library, is a member of
the Downtown (now Uptown) Development committee, coaches 7-8th gradc. basketb.all at the

Rec Center, works at the Food Pantry, and is an active member of the Historical Society.



These pictures of the Heeg family are nice candid shots. As the people were not idenified, they
could not be used in the book. If anyone can help us identify them, please let us know.
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Pictures from reunions of O Romeo residents:

Top: Frank and Alex Bonkalski in 1988
Bottom: Frank Bosl_d and Eva Karel 111 1990

A

George Bochme, Ed Yoiing,
and ‘Firecracker man’

i

Violet, Juanita, and George Bochme Fritz and Tillie Boehme hold twins Freda
nd Fred in front of the ald hotel




Name Elpers"

By JOHN G. MILLER
X Staft Writer. .

" Every year all over the United
 States men sit i tractors, and for
the pure pleasure of it, piow a
piece of land,

They are awarded points for
their efforts and the winner ‘geta
a trophy and sometimes a few
dollary besides,

& name aynouomous with plow-
iIng contests jn Will, Kans, Grun.
dy and suriounding counties is
Eipets.

Today there are thres memhers
of the Eipers family that enter
most of the contests in the area.

Usually one of the three brothers
comes out with top prize. _

Amang them, the Eipers Broth-
ers have amassed 38 prizes for
pioying. It is certain thet the

nomber will increase when*ean-|

tests start’ egain nextyear. - -
Earl, 27, and Lloyd, 37, are in the

top Prizewinger Class and Gerald,| ..

24, is.in the Men's Class, just
below his brothers. Gerald hopes
next year to win his first prize-
‘winner's class trophy.

But to do that he will have to
beat his bmﬂiers a5 they usyally
enter the Eame contests,

Thiricen trophies and one med-
6l are stored in the Eard Eipers
farm home in DuPage Townzhip,

13 trophies and a:watch have &
place in the ond Eipers farm
honie in Leniont, and Gerald keeps|
his 10 trophies at the home ofl'us
parents in Lockport.

Ear] started plowing for trophies
when ke was 13. At 16 he won the
sweepstakes trophy at Wheatland
"against top competition,

Lioyd started plowing in 1948
end has ‘won all the top prizes
in the area contests, Gerald has
‘been plowing only nins years but
still hes managed to parner his
shiare of the top prizes in his class.

The REipers' brothers are sons
of Mr. and Mre. Wiliam Eipers
of Lockport.

Eatl is married and he and his
wife, Beverly have three children,
Kevm, §, Christine, 5, and Randy,

3, Lloyd and his wife, Joan, dof 1y in.ternatmnnl contest this

not have children, Gerald is the
bachelor of the family.

- In September Earl won the
sweepstakes frophy at Big Rock
beating out by one half point Tom
King of Plainfield.

Earl now.can keep the attrac-

~tive sweepstake- lmphy ns it was

the’ second year in suecession he
“had worcthe prize. .

_ ‘Brother. ‘Lloyd” also ‘was i the

* Big: Rock. contest and-he scored

f . pioirits’ bt was ‘riot: ellglble ior
“thie. pweepstakes trophy,

Earl hae won two swéepstakes
prizes at Wheatland besides the
two at Big Rock, Lloyd has won
three times the Wheatland sweep-
stakes prize.

Judges score points for straight-
ness, neatness and evenness of fur-
rows. Each contestant must plough
three quarters of an acre in &
match,

year will be held in Canada but
nelther of the Eipers brothers are
entered, They said they bave -tao
much worlk to do on their farms.

But one of thess years, if they
can afford to take the time away
from their farms, the Eip
brothers may go to an internation.
al mest,

" ean,s‘_P

& [ é(o

trophies they have won.

And- i# they do 1o one in thi
area will be surprised to see the

Eipers . fiame lngh on the Hist 0
Wmners

lowman

 Earl (left), Gerald (center), and Lloyd Eipers w;th some of 'I:he

*r
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION AND RENEWAL
Please use this form to join or tp renew your membership, The NOW “1* THEN
The newsletter is the official publication of the Romeoville| Romeoville Area Historical Society |
Area Historical Society for its members. Mail check and Zl 10 Montrose Drive
membership application form to the address at the right. * Romeoville, IL 60446
No information may be reproduced without the permission of the archival chairman.

ALL MEMBERSHIPS $7.50 PER YEAR
Please print. Buthday and anmversary (month & day only) are optional:
NAME: __ | |
ADDRESS:
CITY:
STATE: | ZIP CODE:
PHONE: () __EMAIL; _
BIRTHDAY: __
ANNIVERSARY:: . -
DUES: § DONATION: $
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