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The Society has heen very busy since the last newsletter!

We held an Open House at the museum on January 2-3. About 45 people enjoyed the slide
shows, refreshments and tour of the exhibits.

Also in January, we had our usual exhibit at the Rec Center’s Open House. This year, they asked
the agencies patticipating to prepare an activity that could be done to earn points in a contest
they planned. Our activity was a Romeoville history quiz, with three levels to chose from.
Children received the easiest quiz; recent arrivals tried to answer the medium level; long-time
residents had the hardest ene. Their points were based on the number of questions they answered
correctly. Several people from the Hampton Park era contested the answers to questions that
they found ambiguous. For example: ‘How many colleges are in Romeoville?’ They said 2, not
three, as Lewis is now a university. lowever, if you use that description, there are about 8
colleges within the university, raising the total to 10.

“You will see in the obituaries that we lost another of our founding members. Len Frost and his
wife Gerri were among the first families to move into Hampton Park. They lived next door to
Clarence and Joyce Kinder for about 60 years. Len was one of the early presidents of the Society
and active in many of our events.

Jim Sczepaniak will also be missed. He was a history teacher at Lockport West and Romeoville
High. He sent us many clippings with notes of the petson’s connection to Valley View, if it
wasn't mentioned in the article. We were astonished to learn that the Society received a
generous bequest from him.

The Historical Society is 35 years old this month. This issue includes some highlights in our
history. We have been in our current location for five years.
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Joe Miraglia provided the pictures of the Y Indian Guides, the band and mascot uniforms, and
the opening of the Des Plaines Valley Public Library Romeoville Building.

A reminder from the Treasurer; Check the expiration date on your mailing label to see if you

need to pay dues.

HAPPY MARCH BIRTHDAY!
3/3  Alexander, Ben
3/3  Eichorst Annette

3/5  Braasch, Robert* )
3/10 Miraglia, Joe ,-.é
3/10 Ward, Bill &N

3/15 Sisto, Tom &
3/20 Sczepaniak,Fran  ~

3/24 Eipers, Rose

3/16 Belinski, Gigi

3/25 Eichorst, Kyle

3/25 Hassert, Paula

3/26  Alexander, Kay

3/27 Laibl, Brian

3/27 Lynch,Lisa

3/30 Lamb, John

HAPPY MARCH ANNIVERSARY!
3/19  Stucko, Elizabeth

3/25 Bingle, Jim/Marge

3/26  Alexander, Jack/Sally

HAPPY APRIL BIRTHDAY!
4/3  Maskeri,Charles

416  Cordero, Ann

4/13 Irene Schindel

4/18 Lach, Camie

4/20 Martinez, Catherine
4/28 Smith, Charles

4/30  Sanfilippo, Robert

4/30  Weck, Mitzi

HAPPY APRIL ANNIVERSARY!
4/1  Drdak, Bob/Millie

4/4  Lindstrom, Harold/Barbara
429 Miraglia, Joe

HAPPY MAY BIRTHDAY!

52 Scamardi, Joe

5/3 Dolores Wolfram

5/10.  Clancy, Linda

5/10  Claudia Greenberg

5/13 Carol Stadelmaier

5/13 Velimer, Lois

5/18  Marge Bingle

5/19 Judy Bredeweg

5125 Candy Hrpcha

5/26 Jean Durrer

5/27  Heeg, Howard

5/27  Drdak, Bob

5/28 Shirley Nona

5/28 Zdancewicz, Linda

HAPPY MAY ANNIVERSARY!

5/7 Zdancewicz, Sonny/Linda

5/9 Albert and Carol Stadelmaier

5/14  Bruce and Mary Ann Trent

517  Bouley, Cathy

5/23  Breyne, Ron/Peg

CALENDAR

2/25  Membership meeting

3/11  Fundraiser at Windy City Grill
~—35/20  Membership meeting

5/25  Memorial Day program

FEBRUARY MEETING

The membership meeting will be at the
Society’s location, 10 Montrose Drive, from
2-4 PM. We will celebrate our 35™
anniversary, with highlights from our
history. Refreshinents will be served.
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to get oid school records

" by Valerle Vondrak

On Feb, 22, theRomeoville
Historiai 3ociety ‘will he cele-
brating its ‘fourth: ‘birthdsy.
What better time for it 16, re-
celve a gift from the Vailey
View Schunl D:lstrlct" L

- The School Dish‘ict is u;cu:i:
ﬂd@ﬁﬂ& ng the His
cal Soriety, on & permanent
basis, a-large fund of histori-

cal records which district

personnel’ rediscovered dur-
ing ﬂi:;manzhs ofﬁ-
. Hees'a Villey View Ad-
mlmstraﬁnn Center . three
months ago.Therecords all
deallng__w:th the ' DuPage

‘where

keéping and then fargotten. '
‘Dating back to' 1845, the
Fecards ~ contaln  towriship
treasurer’s accounts, daily
school ~ reégisters, and
minutes of school meetings
andﬁnahdaitramaeﬂons
The District also has iri its
possessmnanolﬂtrunkm.
talning.. school records, dat-

. 2h No;!?,mefqund;
ina ﬂ!ing cabinet,"
tﬁeyhadbeénputforsaf.e-

Doion on the canal,

the barges and industry

that came with the

waterway, which also gave

birth to Ronieoville,
Thai’s the heart of

“old Romeo.” But in tdivn,

there’s one lnst piece
of hi’sto:‘*‘_r from

“old Romeo” left, and
the Historical Society

is ﬁghung to preserve-it,

On pages 3 and 18,
the latest in the effort

o éjit*g the Phelps-Spangler

homestead historic’

.landmark status, and the

heartfelt appeals of

concerned Society members

and citizens to save
the past for the future.

<

Met Jan. 29, 2987 3

ing h'nm the late 18008 to the
mid"lsm’i whichwate do—

ared. Thetﬂmkalsoyﬁllgo
to the Historical Saclety.
Joyee- Kinder, president of
thé  Romeoville Historlcal
Sqciety, says that the Society
is looking foiward to receiv-
!ngﬂ:mereenrds. )
" “We are presently in the
process of formulating and
gatherigg lnformaﬂonmﬂle
district,””. Mia,’ Kmder nl.d
“Wehavefdrmeda ;

would like to have a dlsghy
which’ would include
infurmation ot the 11 one-
roori schools that were ome
in the area,
The . School 'District’s
records give the names of

money paid for cleaning the
school. rooim and for  sup-

plies, such'as coal for hedt-

ing. According to the
records, one teacher in 1901
taught an average of eight

atudaﬁadayforawmot‘
$30 per month.,
District - Supt. | Harry

Hayes.inaninformaﬂonra—
port to the Valley View
School Board, stated that the
recordsalsoshnwthattown—
ship school treasnrers in the
1800s loaned out  excess
schoolfund&toindivlduﬂs.
The losrs, ranging from $10
1o $300,; ran from six months
to five years. Interest rates

mhhansw&ntashighns.

12%. - - o

L)

‘metabership  of

Inadditwqtncompmngm-
formation on the school dis-
trict, the Romeoville Histori-
cal Society also is collecting
information on the old Vil-
iage of Romeoville. Mern-
bers. hope to display this in-
formation at the Isle a la
Cache Musenm, which is op-
erated by the Will County
Forest Preserve.

“Must of wlmt we have is

"We .alsd- have pictures of
old buildings, Including a
hotel that wag here . in the
early 1900s. We alsg recently
discovered ‘mférmation’ on
the man who buﬂtthnfirst

_eﬁnrchmiheislanu“

qu Kindornldthntthe
spaeeatthemu.seumwuuld
only be borrowed ~space.
Some day, ihe Historical
Soclety hopes to bave a
building of its own, she said,
but _right now, there are no
Proﬂpectsnfsuchathlng
happening. .

Started in 1980 by Mrs.
Kinder and her next-door

'neighbor, Mark Frost, the

Societyhasgrowntohnvea
76 people.
Méelings ‘are held on the

© fourth - Thursday -of every

mmthat'lmpm at the
FﬂlInhlmlale lernry ln

mwaymcannottnlme
wh-nuummmugum
fingers — our heritage,

mleﬁﬂﬂmshdebyyou,
ﬂaerewlllcmneadaywhgn
you. look back-and ‘suy, 3‘H
onlrwehadﬁwedtm:!

Bear:.on/Sun Feb. 22, 1984
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Please Help Us
Romeoville Area
Historical Society

Fundraiser

Windy City Gl  ~
300 N. Independence Blvd.

Wednesday, March 11
11:00 A M. to 9:00 P.M.

Dine in or Carry out
and delivery tool!!

10% of your food order
will help the
Romeoville Area
Historical Socicty
Grow!!!

Lo GYGULLHLY 1O THE
wwonnsnment of the Hampton Park subdivi-
gion in 1958, . . oo

Frost and deﬁw Hasgert, ﬁh‘q 'hi‘sl‘ ical

News a preview of the museum,

society's secretary, recently gave the Herald-
Upon entering, one is greetéd by a room

cluttered with boxes of old records, anciesit

photographs, clothing, plaques, trophies and
a variety of knick-knacks, odds and ends and
other treasures. Frost said the historical soci-
ety is still organizing many of these items for
dispiay. ‘

An ]
display ared. Here one will find itéms such as

a large iron, mechanical ‘devicé used by farm-

ers to split potatoes which were then planted
in the earth and fogsils that Frost said were

found in the area. and have bean estimated to

be 60 milkion years old. i

As they walked through the _Musenm,
Frost and Hassert collaborated on their own
account of the historical society’s history.
The organization was formed in 1950 by
Frost’s son Mark, currently the ‘assistant to
she village manager. a '

In 1980, Mark and Romeoville resident

.oyce Kinder began researching the historical

wcieties in the surrdunding atea. They also
jegan inquiring within the village to see who

% £

adjoinmg rdom houses_the musetim’s -

.collected

This incomplete article was written soon afier the Society moved into

their first museum in the lower level of the Fountaindale Public Library

o2

of the lteris on disp

W

hoiding.sn slection |
Funiing for president,

'might, be nterested in forming such ax orga-

nizatién for Romeaville, The historical soci-
ety bogan withi 80 members. Today, Hawser
estimates’ that dbout 200 people in the area
are involved. ’

During the past eight years, the group has

ected an assortment of jtems, ranging
from old pairs of shoes to a manual, pish
carpet: sweeper. Sometimen village residents
offer the artifdcts to the society. Other times,
sd?? detective work must be done, Frost
said.. .

One never can tell where one might find
an authentic piece of village history, Hassert
added, She told th’e‘st.or{ of how feachers in
the old, one-room schiool houses used to get
paid by the town {reasurer. A member of the
scheo! board would write a note indicating to
the treasurer how much the teacher shoyld be
paid. : 5 I

! in Romeoville. Joliet Herald News Apr. 5, 1989

jiliams Boucher. The picture was donsted

the museum willoperi its doors refmiails

~ Photo by Chuck Pelkie

y Hassert, hlltoﬂml sovlety secretary, and Lan Frost, president, hold some
- of the Inte- Thomas Williams, a long-time Romisoville resident, and hiﬂlater.weluee

Williams' wife, Hazel, Frost Is

andbill for the Republican Party when Abraham Lincoin wae

When one of those notes was discovered, it
wag considered a trepsure in itself. However
when the note was turned over, the historical
society found it was an election handbill for
the Republican Party -~ when Abraham Lin-
coln was running for president, .

One of the historical society’s main proj-
ects these days is the preservation of the old
Spangler-Phelps Homestead on Route 53 and
Normeantown Road. Prost and Hasseif re-
cently appeared before the village board to
seek help in possibly purchasing the home-
stead. The board is looking into what cap be
done to preserve the 100-year-old building.

The museim will be open from1 to 4 p.m.

on April 16, After the open hiouse, Frost said
the historical society will decide on what days

o | el -

8
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and different wn- senger
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arise at the mck of

‘NII
unlﬂ

)

“Justice of the Peace

his death.

| - “The tavem

meo’ Tavarn and

5&5?3% ?5 EES‘E

brary; Libraty Director
Ann Lopez-Caneva. On

Interiot view of the library

Library in Romeoville on June 29, 2012,

present were Friends of the Library, and Village

Sulivich; and Board President

President of the Friends of the Li

Ribbon Cutting at the remodeled Des Plaines Public

'Cutting the ribbon are Jerry Capps,
Scott Pointon; Library Trustee Adam

the right is Mayor John Noak. Otters
department heads in the back row.
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Grand Marshall’s float in the Sept. 21, 2008
Founders’ Day Parade
From left to right are Socicty officers: Nancy

Hackett, Kelby Briddick, Mabel Hrpcha,
Shirlee Pergler, Dorothy Hassert.

To Whom It May Concern:

I never knew there was a news letter
about Romeoville.

My friend Sue Hayes (Rock Lake) told
me about it. |1 read some of your news
letters.

I really enjoyed them.

Brought back a lot of happy
memories.

My husband (Harry) was a charter
member of the 5. A. C‘s. Hewasalsoa
president of the S. A. C. That was the
good old days. 1loved Hampton Pk. It
was a great place to raise children.

Thanks for the letters. I've learned a
lot about Romeo. Great Place.

Letter by Virginia Oldham

LEONARD.I FROST

Leonard J. Frost, age

Medical Center in Joliet. A 56 year
resident of Remeoville, farmerly of
Chicago.

Leonard is swvived by his foving
wifes, Geraldine Frost, with whom he
shared 67 years filled with cherished
memioties; children, John “Jack™
(Kathryn), Steven (Colleen), Jacalyn,
and Mark {David Luecht) Frost;
grandetildrers, Anne, Michael, Wendy,
Charles, Lorelel, Amanda, Genevieve,
Kelly Lynn, Christopher, Stefanie,
Michelle, Matthew, Melissa, Mld1a‘el.
Beian, Ronnle, Danny, Kelli Marie, Lau-
reni and Morgam; 43 great grandchil-
dren; brother-indaw, George (the late
Elaine Mager); and numerous nieces
and nephews,

Also, he is preceded in death by
his parents, Felix and Johanna Frost;
siblings, Delores Frost, Francis (Jac-
queline) Frost and Lorraine (Elmer)
Sager.

AWWI Veteran serving US Navy
19450 1946, Leonard was a Mechan-

. ical Design Engineer for Argonne Na-

tional Laboratory. He retired in 1095
with 28 years of service. Amember of
5573 and a 4th degree member of
the Joliet Assembly 204; Past Exalted
Ruler B.P.O.E Jofiet Lodge 296; Jofiet
Moose Lodge 300; and a charter,
Iifetime memnber and Past President
(1985-1980) of the Romeoville His-
torical Society. A Democratic election

" Judgefor 40 years. He also coached

baskethall for St. Andrew School from
1973to 1977

Visitation Monday, 3:00 t0 9:00 pam.
at Andesson Memori Home, 21131
W, Rerwvick Rd, Crest Hill, IL 60403,
Funeral Tuesday, December 9, 2014,
10:45am. from the fimeral home
chapel to St. Andrew Catholic Church
In Romeoville for an 11:30 2.m. Mass.
Military Honors to follow at Abrahaim
Lincoln National Cemetery in Ewood.

www.AndersonMemorfaiHomes.
com (815) 577-5250
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Joe James Kovach 11/30/1919 - 11/28/2011. It was two days before his 92nd birthday. He was
born (and died) in Budapest, Hungary to Ernest Paul Feldman and Margaret Weiss Feldman.
Joe's father was the equivalent to the Secretary of State In the first Communist takeover of
Hungary. Quickly over thrown, Joe's father was incarcerated and joe and his mother fled to
Vienna. Five years later his Father escaped and took the sir name of Kovach. loe’s beloved
sister Anne was born in Vienna. The family moved to and became citizens of the US. Joe
married Leona and had a son; Eric. While in service to the US Army and stationed in india, Joe &
Leona divorced and Joe lost contact with his son. Years later he married Barbara Crockett. They
had four daughters. Thelr eldest, Kitt died in 1965 from Leukemia. Joe & Barbara divorced 21
years later. Joe was the editor of the Beacon Newspapers of Bolingbrook and Romeoville IL. As
a progressive citizen he earned many awards and titles including; Citizen of the Year, Horary Girl
Scout, etc. He cared about his community in which his children grew up. With his wife Barbara,
they fought for great schools, libraries, park districts and youth clubs. He was an avid and
sought after Bridge player. He loved the theatre, both participating in and observing. He was a
voracious reader and did the crosswords in ink. For those who knew him and whose lives he
helped, please remember him kindly. For those he hurt, please know that he did ask forglveness
and apologized for harm and hurt caused. | will always miss you Dad. Thank you for all the
lessons, no matter how hard they were to find and follow. Survived by his children; Eric Bagai,
Karen Kovach, Kim Kovach, Kandi Osborne, grandchildren; Jeremy Bagai, Samantha Kovach,
Danielle Osborne, Bernadette Osborne, son-in-law Jim Owens, soon to be Great
Granddaughter; Brook Osborne, nieces; Anita Garey, Margot Garey & Shaaron Garey, all their
children and spauses & his (former) devoted wife of many years; Barbara A Kovach. A special
thank you to his dear friend Anna Viragvolgyi, who took are of Joe for the past several years,
thru to his fast days. Go in Peace Dad, Go in Peace.

_Kovach BarbaraA.

83, passed Dec, 29, 2013,
0 el e By
i s porn. Apr and Bemloe Crocat She Scadiats
from Melrose W High School and the l?!'assachus
Physl elapy and marrlecl .Iose h J
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It is with great sadness that I must let you know
that my Mother, Barbara Kovach has died.
Attached is her obituary. Also, You may not
know that my Father, Joe Kovach, died a couple
years ago as well. So I will also attach his
obituary.

Kim Kovach

Thanks to Kim for sharing these with us. She is
taking over her mother’s membership. We hope
she will share her memories of the family and
the Beacon for our upcoming book.

Nancy Hackett
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Karen Miraglia in the West View band uniform .

Tony Miraglia wears A, Vito Martinez
Middie School band uniform

Joe Miraglia is the West View Viking mascot
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ArborDay planting L/ ' Q L ) j(?%? Herald-News/John Patsch

Friday, in celebration of Arbor Day, thefvillage  hall property. The tree is in meniory of Dewey
of Roli'le'uvllli' and the Romeoville Historidal So- "‘Rode"-chambern. former village president, who

clety planted a crimeon maple on the villags  died last September.

4 @

13




16

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION AND RENEWAL
Pleaseusethlsformtowmorto renew your membership. The NOW 1> THEN - .

The newsletter is the official publication of the Romeoville| Romeoville Area Historical Soczety
Area Historical Soctety for its members. Mail check and k’l 10 Montrose Drive |
membership application form to the address at the nght Romeowlle IL 60446

No mforma.tlon may be reproduced without the permission of the archival cha:.rman.

ALL MfEERSH]PS $7.50 PER YEAR
Please pn.nt Buthday and anmversary (month & day only) are optional:

NAME: __
ADDRESS:
CITY: __ el e B —— =
STATE:____ ZIPCODE:___
BIRTHDAY: __ N
DUES:§ DONATION: §

9109 I 2ljtacouoy
BALL(T 2SOUOP (]
A12120S [DILIOISIE] DALY SJJIA0IULOY



